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In collaboration with the american contemporary art GALLERY, 
the Estate’s European representative, the exhibition brings 
together seventeen paintings and highlights the singular, 
pioneering career of this German artist who, after living at 
the heart of the European avant-gardes in Paris, settled in 
the United States and became one of the key figures in the 
renewal of American painting.

Although he began as a figurative painter, Hofmann turned 
entirely to abstraction in the late 1930s. His work explores the 
tension between structure and spontaneity, from the dense 
surfaces of the 1940s to the radiant, pared-down “slab” com-
positions of the 1950s and 1960s. Teaching in New York and 
later in Provincetown (Massachusetts), he simultaneously 
developed a pictorial thinking grounded in color, rhythm, and 
the tension between depth and surface—one that would 
exert considerable influence on several generations of ar-
tists, from Lee Krasner to Helen Frankenthaler and Frank Stel-
la, and would contribute to the emergence of Abstract Ex-
pressionism and later developments in American abstraction.

A retrospective organized in 1963 at the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York, toured the United States and Europe, securing 
Hofmann international recognition.

Accompanied by a text by Catherine Millet, the exhibition 
thus aims to bring renewed attention in France to one of the 
great intermediaries between European modernity and the 
American pictorial revolution.

Hans Hofmann in his studio, © american contemporary art 
GALLERY

On the occasion of Art Basel Paris, Galerie Dina Vierny is pleased to devote  
an exhibition to Hans Hofmann (1880–1966), a major figure of postwar 
American art whose work remains largely unfamiliar to French audiences,  

at its space at 36 rue Jacob from October 15 to November 14, 2026.

HANS HOFMANN
MUNICH, PARIS, AND THE ROUTES 

OF ABSTRACTION
15.10 - 14.11.2026
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Hans Hofmann, Black, Grey and Brown, 1946, oil on panel mounted on canvas,  
76 x 101 cm, © american contemporary art GALLERY Hans Hofmann, Dark Transition, 1947, oil on panel, 61 x 76 cm, © american contem-

porary art GALLERY
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